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 When I first entered the VCU Global Education program, I was just starting at 

Virginia Commonwealth University.  I had applied to VCU in November of 2018 as a 

transfer student thanks to their rolling admissions setup.  It was not until January that I 

finally actually heard back from VCU about my application.  I was accepted with only a 

few days to register and prepare for my specific classes.  My New Student Orientation 

was Friday, January 5th, and then the first day of classes was Monday, January 8th.  The 

last time I was in school was during the Fall semester of 2016.  Two years later, I was 

jumping back into university headfirst.  I did a bit of research about the different 

programs VCU offered, and then also decided to join the VCU Globe Living Learning 

Community.  I was excited to learn about intercultural communication and competency, 

develop a sense of community, as well as interact with international students from all 

over the world. 

 During my very first semester at VCU, I was living off-campus with my parents 

and working 30 hours a week.  I barely had time to develop any sense of community or 

truthfully make any friends.  However, taking the Wednesday morning GLED 101 class 

with Mrs. Ingber still had a huge impact on me.  I ended up making a couple friends that 

I would later be in other classes with again.  I felt that we had some phenomenal 

discussions and set a good base foundation for ourselves moving forward as we 

complete the Globe program.  For an intro class, I felt it did a great job at broadly 



covering the ideas that we would later go more into depth learning.  I remember our 

project about getting in contact with a professional in the field we were interested in and 

how I felt that this assignment would be incredibly beneficial for establishing 

relationships.  I feel that VCU Globe has been particularly concerned with helping us in 

the career and job search domains, which I greatly appreciate since that is not 

something I have had the benefit of experiencing before.  The person I did my project 

on was actually someone who had reached out to me first through email, requesting to 

interview me as a result of my YouTube channel.  This person works in film and 

production with a specific interest in sharing LGBTQ+ related stories.  He and I still 

email back and forth to check in with each other and see what we are both up to. 

 After my first semester at VCU, I had decided to leave my job which I had been 

working at previously for over two years.  I also decided to bite the bullet and move on 

campus.  I was honestly quite nervous about living on campus and elected to live by 

myself until I could get to know other people better.  Also, I did not want to have a 

random roommate since I am a transgender and nonbinary person.  I have often noticed 

that I am the only transgender person in the room, and even sometimes the only 

student who is read as masculine.  In my first VCU Globe class, every single other 

student was a girl.  As I have progressed through the VCU Globe program, I have been 

lucky enough to meet other transgender, nonbinary, and gender non-conforming 

people. 

During my second semester at VCU, I started to build that community within the 

VCU Globe program and also build upon the foundational knowledge we started in the 

introductory class.  I remember in my GLED 201 class with Ms. Peck, we engaged in 



interesting discussions about cross-cultural communication as well as interrogating our 

own personal cultural views and values.  I felt that I learned a lot about what is important 

to me as well as learned things about myself that I did not quite realize before.  We 

talked about the iceberg analogy and shared some examples of cultural phenomena at 

different levels of visibility.  We also did an exercise where we learned about different 

levels of comfort and boundaries across cultures such as eye contact and proximity 

during conversations. 

Outside of class, I felt that I also was learning new information about different 

cultures as a result of attending the many different cultural events that VCU has to offer.  

I attended different food and culture events where I got to learn about different places 

and cultural practices around the world.  Not only did I get to learn from these various 

different events, but I also got to learn from hands-on experience.  I got to learn from 

people’s different projects and presentations, and I also got to learn from the campus 

outreach experiences.  One part of Globe I looked forward to the most was being able 

to interact with international students.  For my campus outreach hours, I dedicated a 

significant amount of time to the ELP Tea Time where I got to chat and practice English 

with various different international students in the English Language Program.  I chatted 

with folks and helped them learn different words and work through sentences with them.  

As someone who is an educator, this experience specifically stuck out at me as a 

profound moment.  It reminded me of back when I was first beginning to learn my 

second language.  I tried to think back to the different units I learned during Spanish 1 in 

order to transfer that to these students learning English.  I also participated in the 

Cultural and Community Explorers campus outreach where I partnered with an 



international student named Meet who was in graduate school.  We had a lot of fun 

exploring different areas of Richmond and getting to know one another.  I also 

participated in the campus conversation partners with Shaandro by helping provide 

resources and information as well as English practice with Soojung and Ha. 

Through these various events and interactions with different people from around 

the world, I felt that I got to implement some of the tools I acquired throughout my Globe 

classes.  I felt that I was able to provide resources for folks such as new information 

they were looking for and also new experiences.  These different events also 

encouraged me to be a better leader.  By going out of my way to attend various events 

and get to know people, I feel that I got to establish a community as well as bridge two 

separate communities (VCU Globe students and international students).  I also feel that 

I became a better leader as a result of the projects we worked on throughout our 

classes. 

In the GLED 201 we had to organize and design a potential community outreach 

event.  This planning and organizing helped me really consult sources around me and 

synthesize them to get a genuine idea of what people need and how to best solve the 

concerns they had.  For example, many international students wanted to learn more 

about how to use public transportation.  Many also mentioned wanting to learn more 

about Richmond outside of VCU campus and get to explore.  With that in mind, and also 

with the consideration of money being an issue for some, I planned the potential 

community outreach to the VMFA.  This event would have utilized free public 

transportation as well as a free guide service from VMFA. 



I also felt that I became a better leader and global citizen as a result of the GLED 

202 project.  In GLED 202, we had to research a UN Sustainable Development Goal as 

well as organizations doing work related to that goal.  Throughout that experience as 

well as the new stressors that arose because of COVID during the Spring semester, I 

felt I did a great job in assuming a leadership position to help organize my team and 

keep us on track with our project and presentation. 

Going forward as I am in the 300 level classes as well as for future professional 

goals, I plan to reflect on the different exercises we did and apply them to new 

situations.  It is my goal to look at the broader picture and see how these instances can 

help me across different areas of my life.  I also want to recall upon the different 

interactions I had with different folks and moments meeting new people to practice 

being more outgoing and engaging with strangers in order to establish a stronger sense 

of community and solidarity. 


